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and all converge to a central point in front of the lines. Here they would, when all collected, make quite a formidable body of men, and, electing their own commander, would proceed to attack the nearest British outpost, or advance in extended lines, so as to create alarm in the enemy's camp and subject them to the vexation of being driven to arms, in the midst of which the scouting party would be unusually lucky if it did not succeed in 'bagging' one or two of the enemy's advanced sentinels.
"In such incessant scouting parties and volunteer operations as we have described a majority of Jackson's command were engaged during a greater part of the night. So daring were these attacks that on more than one occasion the six-pounders were advanced from the lines and drawn within cannon shot of the outposts, when they would be discharged at the sentinels or any living object, generally with some effect, and always with great terror to the British camp, causing a general apprehension that the Americans were advancing to attack them in full force.
"After midnight the skirmishers would return to their camp and resign themselves to sleep, using for their beds brush collected from the swamp; and the Tennesseans, who were encamped on the extreme left, lying on gunwales or logs raised a few inches above the surface of the water or soft inire of the morass. About two hours after daybreak, a general stir would be observable in the. American camp; this was for the general muster. Drums were then beaten and several bands of music, among which that of the Orleans battalion (Planche's) was conspicuous, would animate the spirits of the men with martial strains that could be heard in the desolate and gloomy camp of the British, where no melodious notes or other sounds of cheerfulness were allowed to mock their misery; where not even a bugle sounded, unless as a warning or a summons of the guard to the relief of some threatened outpost."
During these three clays Packenham brought up thirty big guns from the fleet, and they were put in position. These guns were moved in the night, and on the last night they were placed so as to be seen by Jackson's troops nextthe fields, the artillery was brought up and opposed to that of the enemy. But the contest was in every respect unequal, since their artillery far exceeded ours, both of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
